Hawk Board Newsletter

Message from the Chairman, Jim Chick

a falconer. The recognition of our sport consultation process will take place
by UNESCO (the United Nations’later this year, and | can promise your
cultural arm) was more than we couldHawk Board will play an active role on
hope for. It is a shame that Britain hagour behalf.

not signed this conventid
but when it does, falcon
will have its rightful placq
in our country's traditiona

Talking of consultation, we
are very lucky to have Jim
Collins co-opted onto the

manifest. board. Jim is the co-
ordinator for the

It is somewhat amusing Sustainable User Network

see the hunting communi (SUN). This body, on

which we sit, is the main

conduit between keepers
and government. They

represent every aspect of
flora and fauna, so whether
that their sport does n you are a timber merchant,
have the support (nor orchid grower, keep fish,

wealth) of the Arab falconry reptiles, coral, mammals or birds SUN
community, neither does it have the farwill represent you. Jim does a sterling
sighted views of Hawk Board vice-job in bringing all this together and we
chairman, Nick Fox. It was his closeare delighted to have him on the board.
relationship with the ruling family of

Abu Dhabi that triggered the processOne of the key areas that SUN is
We owe him and the Arabs a huge defb’ﬁVOlved in is the thorny issue of non-

latch onto our success aj
ponder why they didn]
think of it before ;
hunting ban came int
place. Well, the reality i

of gratitude. native species. There is a great deal of
pressure on the UK from within Europe
Animal Health, the governmentto enact a total ban on all non-natives.

department who manage bird of preyhankfully our government is not
legislation, do their best to reduce reéhclined to agree. Jim Collins is our sole
tape—and the attendant costs - anepresentative on this Brussels working
thanks to our very positive relationshipgroup and his input is vital if we are to
with this department some have beecontinue to keep and fly the variety of
achieved. But this government has apecies we currently enjoy.

national overdraft to service and that Good hawking
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Stop Press- This year is election year for HB specialists

Elections to the Hawk Board are here again with Gimick, Derek Stotton and Karl Ledley retiring lnte. We
cannot say as yet who is standing again. Elsewihetes Newsletter you will find details of how put yourself
or others forward. Those that are elected as dpsifind themselves making a great deal of pollet affects
falconry, and bird of prey keeping. So if you thisimething needs doing there are three ways tobgat
changing it. You could grumble about it in the pid hope someone does something; you might coypdac
club representative or specialist and ask thenepoesent you; you could get elected and make ardifEe. Up

to you.
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UNESCO recognises falconry as a living human herigge

If you haven't already heard, a great event has generation to generation, and providing them with a
happened! Falconry is now on the UNESCO list as sense of belonging, continuity and identity.

an activity described as one of ‘intangible cultura . o .
heritage’_ We must Congratu|ate Abu Dhabi for UNESCO Slng|8d out the SmelSSlon, the |argeStlmu|t

leading the submission and our own Nick Fox fornational submission ever made under this Convention
being the engine that drove it to a successfufor special praise as: ‘amutstanding example of co-
conclusion. When announced in November 2010 th@peration between States and underlined the
following press release wj _ exemplary nature of the information provided'.

issued:

His Excellency Mohammed Al Bowardi, speaking on
behalf of the Abu Dhabi government said: “We are
delighted at the news. This will help preserve our
Cultural Heritage held in Nairob i traditional links with the desert and encourage our
UNESCO has officiall —3 children to enjoy and protect our natural heritagile
designated Falconry on thAS@@! W oy are looking forward to hosting 65 nations at thard@h

Representative List of Intangitft International Festival of Falconry
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. (www.falconryfestival.com) in December 2011.”

At a Meeting of the Parties to tf
2003 Convention on Intangibf

The submission was made by 4* Dr Nick Fox, who helped prepare the submissiorg:sai
Dhabi on behalf of the Unitd “This is a milestone in the history of world falagnl
Arab Emirates, Belgium, the hope that one day soon the British government will

Czech Republic, France, the Republic of Koreadlso sign the Convention instead of waiting in the
Mongonal Morocco, Qatar' Saudi Arabia, Spain andWingS while our own rich British falconry cultural
the Syrian Arab Republic. It is expected that Aastr identity fades away. Despite Britain's tardiness in

Hungary, Croatia and Slovakia will be added shartly cultural affairs, falconry is flourishing here. Upo
25,000 people keep birds of prey and find falcoary

In its evaluation, the UNESCO Committee declaredvay to provide hands on contact with the natural
that Falconry, recognised by its community membersvorld.” The full submission can be found on the
as part of their cultural heritage, is a social tiion =~ UNESCO website athttp://www.unesco.org/culture/
respecting nature and the environment, passedam fr ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=00335%3E%20&pg=00335

New awards planned from LANTRA By Mike Nicholls (Hawk Board education consultart)

Early in 2010, and in response to popular demdrelHawk Board and Lantra Awards propose
new unit devoted to hawking. This would build ugbe currenBeginning FalconryAward and
seeks to address a common criticism that the agistiward is “too easy” for experieng
falconers. Because there is a potential gap bettvesBeginning FalconryAward (Units 1 and 2
and actually hawking with a bird of prey, the preed new unit has became two! These
presented to Hawk Board in July 2010:

Unit 3—Conditioning and Flying free a Bird of Pre}A practical unit in which you demonstra
your ability to fly loose a trained raptor. It fols from Unit 2 where you demonstrated that
were able to fly a bird of prey on a creance.

Unit 4—Hawking with a Bird of PreyThis is particularly designed for those who wishhawk
live quarry with a trained bird of prey. Ideallpy must have trained a previously untrained birgedy for
hawking and be prepared to allow your Assessoctompany you on one or more hawking sessions with i

Furthermore, and because there are those indiwduab may wish to or already work at a Bird of P@gntre,
there is a perceived need for a unit which covkis too. Although it less well developed therdhsrefore a
proposal for Unit 5Working with Birds of Prey

In terms of implementation Julie Murphy of Lantravérds proposed to Hawk Board earlier this year fdlabnry
clubs take a more proactive role in offering Urdtand 4, in that they would nominate their own Asses and
organise assessments. Lantra Awards in turn wanaldide structural support, issue awards and déhl quality
assurance matters. At the time of writing no clab hresponded nor expressed interest in takingisstiggestion.
Further it is suggested that Unit ®/@rking with Birds of Préycould be offered through the existing structufe o
administration points (APs) and assessors alresidplished, mainly in commercial bird of prey cestr
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Legislation: Some changes to Article 10s

As the breeding season gets underway, falconets wimminent arrival and enable them to start the psece
be making decisions about a possible purchase. ®emember, it is illegal to transfer a bird of prey
course all the paperwork must be in order when thesequiring an A10 if you do not have it to hand.
buy, and Animal Health have made two importantProsecutions have happened and will do so agave if

changes to the way they run the regulations. Farsd,
most importantly, they are doing away with the ‘sem

do not comply. If you have any questions, contaetry
Animal Health case officer.

complete’ Article 10 certificate. Thif
means that when breeders use up t
existing, pre-issued stocks, no more
be available. Breeders will then have
move fast to obtain Al1Os before sellifss
hawks for imprinting. Animal Health wil[§#
do their utmost to turn around yoff
application in sufficient time but breedd
can help by being as efficient as possi
The reason for this change after yearga
apparent straightforward issuing of ‘se
completes’ is that there has been |
increase in their fraudulent use — not j§&
for birds of prey. There is always somed
who thinks he can buck the system and In
so doing wrecks it for us all.

In order to help smooth applications by breeder
Animal Health has placed a ‘Word’ version on its
website. This is not immediately obvious to theueds
Internet user, but go towww.defra.gov.uk/
animalhealth/about/formsandfeasd you will find it.
The document code is FED1012 and once complet
you are advised to send it by registered mail vl
correct money as soon as possible; they will acaapt
email but must have a hard copy and the money befo
they can issue. All the email will do is alert théwnits

ST

Some species also require registration
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act.

Animal Health are looking to provide a

covering application that works with the

A10 paperwork and it is hoped that this
will be ready by the time new hawks are
ready to be sold.

Regrettably there has been a successfu
prosecution, with another case continuing,
of a goshawk breeder selling or moving
hawks without papers. This is plain stupid
and all potential purchasers should
= absolutely refuse to accept any bird of
prey without the required paperwork, be it Artide
and, where appropriate, the blue registration dasum

he Hawk Board has no sympathy with those who
flout the law thereby bringing our sport into disuée.
And for the record, it seems that in law you cannot
have a hybrid of two raptor sub-species. CITES and
nimal Health only recognisspeciesso regardless of

your belief that you have bred or own albidus x
buteoidesor more often a German x Finnish, the UK
issued paperwork will still only satccipiter gentilis
(Northern Goshawk).

HB Elections 19th August 2011—how to appl

y

Applications are invited for candidates to contést forthcoming Hawk Board Election for 3 speciati|ember
who will serve on the Board for a period not exdegd} years. Candidates must be proposed and sed
members of a Club or other Association affiliatedite Hawk Board although the candidates themseleed no
be members of an affiliated Club. A nomination papay be obtained from Mike Clowes, at the addstssvn
below, for completion or can be requested by d-atamijulesl3@orange.fr

t

Each candidate must provide a CVraft more than 100 worde cover his/her background and to outline why
he/she would be an asset to the Hawk Board. CMdwitirculated with the voting papers.

CLOSING DATE 17th JUNE, 2011.Forms received after this date will not be accepted

Candidates will be expected to have an understgndinNational and International legislation, polifgom
DEFRA & Animal Health, the Convention on Internai# Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), relatin
birds of prey, and an awareness of the threatsisigilconry and hawk keeping. . Candidates musbasubjec
to nor have been convicted of any criminal chargany country for offences concerning birds of prey

Completed nomination forms and CVs should be sesban as possible to:
Mike Clowes, Hawk Board, Le Moulin de I'Age, 863Béthus St Remy, France
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The Hawk Board is the only representative body faiconers and

bird of prey keepers throughout the United Kingdom

It is recognised by government, the police, otheldf sports bodies, and
conservation and pressure groups as the first pofrttontact concerning raptors.JIt

is to the Hawk Board that DEFRA refers all constifta documents that m
impact on or otherwise affect our right to keep,&hd hunt with birds of prey.

The board meets four times a year, more frequetigugh its many working
groups. In addition to the individual club repretstives (see below), there are §

elected specialists whose expert knowledge is uiabéde to the defence of falcon
These specialists serve for a term of not mora tbar years.

The Campaign for Falconry is an independent coneitiwith particularn
responsibility for fund raising, public events aeducation. Its current chairman
well-known falconer and display giver, Terry Large.

Which are the affiliated clubs?

Yy

X
Y.
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Representing all UK

falconers and bird of prey

keepers

www.hawkboard-cff.org.uK

Member clubsand HB representativeSat the time of going to press)

British Falconers’ Club: Steve Halsall

(www.britishfalconersclub.co.uk)

Scottish Hawking Club:

(www.scottishhawkingclub.co.uk)

Welsh Hawking Club:

(www.thewelshhawkingclub.co.uk)

Andrew Knowles-Brown

Mike Roberts

British Hawking Association: Brian Morris
(www.thebha.co.uk)
Central Falconry and Raptor Club: Andy Barfield

(www.central-falconry.co.uk)

Cheshire Hawking Club:

(www.cheshirehawkingclub.co.uk)

Richard Newton

Home Counties Hawking Club: Paul Gray
(www.homecountieshawkingclub.co.uk)

Irish Hawking Club: Paul Lamb
(www.irishhawkingclub.ie)

Northern England Falconry Club: Tim Smith
(www.northernenglandfalconryclub.co.uk)

South East Falconry Group: Dean White
(www.sefg.org.uk)

South Eastern Raptors Association: Gary Gabriel

(www.seraonline.co.uk)

Yorkshire Hawking Club:

(www.yorkshirehawkingclub.org.uk)

Yorkshire Falconry Club:

(www.yorkshirefalconry.org.uk)

Mike McDonald

Chris Corker

Wessex Falconry & Hampshire Hawking Club: Peteir&t




